
 Abbie Parry is 
stitching Da Vinci’s 
The Last Supper

 Sheila Malcolm 
spent seven years 
stitching the ceiling 
of the Sistine Chapel
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Classic art cross stitch
What does it take to paint in stitches? To find out, we spoke to 
stitchers who choose to recreate famous artwork in cross stitch...

We check out...

S 
heila Malcolm decided she 
wanted a challenge. 

The Peterlee-based artist 
had done small stitches before, 

but she craved a large project that would 
really stretch her stitchy skills. Plus, Sheila 
needed something to help her unwind from 
her stressful job teaching at a local prison.

The project Sheila ended up choosing 
would take her seven years, 19.5 miles of 
cotton from 630 skeins and three-quarter  
of a million stitches to complete. 

Sheila decided to stitch the entire ceiling 
of the Sistine Chapel!

Ambitious stitchers
With this project, Sheila became one of 
many stitchers who choose to remake 

are wonderful,” she says. “Several pieces 
have won prizes at fairs for their stitchers.”

Now it’s personal
For Sheila, stitching a great work of art 
seemed a natural choice. She describes 
herself as “an art person” – she studied 
art and, though she’s retired, she’s often 
commissioned to do stunning oil paintings. 

But you don’t need to be an artist to 
create a stitchy masterpiece!

Abbie Parry, for instance, chose to stitch 
a The Last Supper kit from Hobbycraft 
mainly for sentimental reasons. “Growing 
up, I used to see a copy of The Last Supper  
when we visited our grandparents at the 
Isle of Wight. It used to be above the bed 
in the bedroom,” she says. “It has strong 
memories from my childhood.” 

And Zoe Robinson, who chose to stitch 
Klimt’s The Kiss using a kit by Riolis, says 
she has no interest in art at all. However, 
she chose to stitch the painting after falling 
in love with it years ago. She also created a 
version of The Last Supper for her husband.

According to Meredith of Scarlet Quince, 
Zoe and Abbie fit the norm – she says 
Scarlet Quince’s customers don’t often 
know much about art when they decide to 

classic pieces of art entirely in cross stitch. 
These feats of stitching yield stunning, 

often realistic results. The larger and more 
detailed the project, the more it ends up 
looking like the original artwork. 

“Many people tell me that their work will 
be an heirloom,” says Meredith Anderson, 
creator of Scarlet Quince, an online shop 
that sells hundreds of large, in-depth cross 
stitch charts of famous art. “I think they 
feel really proud of their accomplishment 
and are glad to have something that’s really 
worth framing and displaying.”

Meredith says most of her customers can 
complete a project in a year or two, though 
some take as little as six months and others 
anticipate taking as long as 15 years!

The wait, though, is worth it. “The results 



 Sheila is now 
stitching The Last 
Judgment, also from 
the Sistine Chapel

  Zoe Robinson 
has been stitching 
Klimt’s The Kiss for 
two months

 Barry, a customer 
at Scarlet Quince, 
shows off his version 
of Corbeille de Fleurs

 These are two of 
the most popular 
designs for sale from 
Scarlet Quince
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stitch a classic piece. Instead, they choose it 
because it means something special. 

“Most people either want to stitch 
something that’s very famous and familiar, 
or they have some painting that they 
remember from their childhood has special 
meaning for them,” says Meredith. “Many 

of the suggestions I get for patterns are in 
the latter category, and I enjoy hearing why 
a painting is special to someone. I’m not 
that knowlegable about art myself, so the 
suggestions are a great way for me to fill  
in the gaps.” 

The most popular chart on Scarlet Quince 
is A Young Hare by Albrecht Durer, which 
often inspires an emotional response.  
“One person thought my Durer’s hare was  

a photo of a pet, and my mother-in-law cried 
when she saw it,” says Meredith. 

Other popular charts include retro 
Christmas designs and the religious  
Kissing the Face of God by Morgan Weistling 
– designs that inspire strong nostalgic or 
sentimental feelings for many. 

Tackling the project
Each stitcher has her own method when it 
comes to stitching classic art.

“I didn’t use a hoop or a frame,” says 
Abbie. “When I started, I hadn’t even heard 
of them before. I rolled it up either end like a 
scroll. Some of the people on my Facebook 
group called it naked stitching, which I think 
sounds a bit like you’re actually stitching 
naked!” She’s since invested in hoops and 
a frame, though the frame proved to be too 
small for The Last Supper. “I fudged it so it 
fits,” she laughs.

 “It can be frustrating as there are a lot of 
colour changes in a small space of fabric,” 
says Zoe, who plans to stitch Klimt’s Tree 
of Life and Van Gogh’s Starry Night as well. 
“But it helps to create emphasis and depth. 
I loved watching the picture come to life.”

Sheila chose to use a simple hoop to 
stitch her massive project, but went to great 
lengths to get her materials. “There was 

Many people tell me that 
their work will be an 

heirloom... they feel proud

trouble trying to find a firm that sold a piece 
of material big enough,” she says. “I had to 
search around to find firms that were doing 
cheap DMC threads because it would have 
been too expensive otherwise. [The whole 
thing] cost about £700!”

But still, her project had the calming 
effect she had hoped for. “I enjoy it. You can 
just sit there and switch off,” she says.  
“I wasn’t stressed – it takes the stress away, 
works it away…”

Give it a try
Thinking of taking up your own fine art cross 
stitch project? 

“Patience,” says Sheila. “That’s all it is.” 
“Just take it one stitch at a time,” advises 

Meredith. “It’s no harder than something 
simple – just more colour changes! Don’t 
worry about what the back looks like. If you 
find you’ve made a mistake, don’t bother 
unless it’s really glaring. Generally, even you 
won’t know which stitch it was by the next 
day. Just relax and have fun!”

There must be something to it – Sheila’s 
already started stitching Michelangelo’s  
The Last Judgment.

Visit www.scarletquince.com to find a 
stitchy art project of your own! ●


